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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 6

rhe.
1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 P.W. 1 fIT / Q

%tL1 DALLAS, TX 75202-2733
1'

May 6, 1999

Mr. Rafael Vazquez
AFECA Regional Operating Location
3711 Fighter Drive
Austin, Texas 78719-2557

Dear Mr. Vazquez:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has-reviewed the documents, "Site
Assessment and Characterization of the Fue4J'ipeline Area", Carswell Air Force Base. The
document is dated March 1999 and was received by EPA on April 30, 1999. The Air Force
proposes to close the site under the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission Risk
Reduction Standard 2. Based upon a review of the data in this report, we offer the following
comments:

1. Page 2-3, 2.1.3 SC Phase Objectives and Approach Any No Further Action decision
made for the "Valve Box area, Unnamed Stream area, and West Fork of the Trinity River"
were made with the understanding that none of the "unusable laboratory data," discussed
on page 2-2, had been utilized, If any of the "unusable laboratory data" was relied upon
by the Air Force in the presentations to EPA, these sites will still need to be investigated.
This needs to be clarified in this report, prior to EPA concurring on the "No Further
Action" determination for these sites. For clarification the "No Further Action"
conclusion for the Valve Box area, Unnamed Stream area and West Fork of the Trinity
Ri"er is erJy !c,r re!eses from the Pr-ad_tThevrcn ;'ipciincs. No dcdsion has boca
made on the Volatile Organic CompounW(VOCs) found during the soil gas investigation
at the Unnamed Stream Smce VOCs.viri not mcluded m this phase of the mvestigation,
they will need to be investigated and reported with the Unnamed Stream closure report,
currently being prepared by the Air Force. Until this is complete we cannot concur on the
transfer of this property.

2. Page 2-10, 2.2.2.1 Subsurface Characterization The 1998 sample analysis did not
include VOCs. Since there is no otherinvestigation planned for the Farmers Branch
Creek area and the VOCs identified during the soil gas investigation were not further
investigated, we cannot concur on the closutë of this site.

3. The 1996 sampling is discussed throughout the document. Since this use of this data for
closure of these sites was questioned and the decision was made not to use the data, all
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references to the 1996 sampling should be removed from the report. The only data the Air
Force should include in the report and the data used for any decisions should be the
supplemental data from 1998.

Please contact me at (214)665-8306 should you wish to discuss this thither.

Gary W. Miller
Senior Project Manager
Base Closure Team

cc: Mark Weegar, TNRCC
Ray Risner, TNRCC
Charles Pringl; AFCEE
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